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From The Author...
What should have been a simple article 
for a glass magazine quickly turned into 
a fascinating account with unexpected 
angles, curious facts, strange pictures 
and jaw-dropping accounts.

The blue sputum flask is the symbol of an 
era where consumptives were no longer 
lamentably moribund, but patients who could 
be cured. The story is filled with hope, despair, 
cynicism, acceptance, medical progress and 
misunderstanding – all leading to a temporary 
end to the pandemic in the 1950s. Tuberculosis 
as a direct threat has disappeared from our 
collective memories – and so it can take us 
unawares all over again: new strains have 
emerged and pose an unprecedented challenge. 
This book will make you aware of a history you 
never knew – because it was never written.

Buy the book, read it, take plenty of 
rest and fresh air. It will do you good.

Ivo Haanstra, Leiden, The Netherlands

Provisional Blue Henry book cover

A Grim Subject...
But a fascinating history. 

It also serves to remind us how lucky 
we are to have such advanced medical 
science to protect us – but are we?

This year more than 8 million people 
will get infected by tuberculosis 
and almost 2 million will die.
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Overview
A new book entitled Blue Henry: The Almost 
Forgotten Story of the Blue Glass Sputum Flask, 
due for publication in November, and well in 
time for distribution to the Christmas market.

While the book is about the flasks, these are 
used to introduce several interesting sidelines, 
anecdotes, historical facts, medical information 
and crazy patents, all of which lead to an 
examination of the serious worldwide (and 
wide-scale) problems of TB, MRTB and XRTB.

The Sick and Famous?
This chapter examines the fascinating, 
ironic and poignant histories of famous 
people who succumbed to tuberculosis. 

Cortex Design specialises in books about 
glass and ceramics, however, there is now a 
great deal of interest arising from medical 
and nursing professionals, medical antique 
experts, historical and scientific museums. 

See www.bluehenry.co.uk for 
the latest information
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Provisional specification
Printed full-colour throughout ▶
260×195mm medium format  ▶
(the size of this brochure)
84 pages in length ▶
Heavily illustrated: over 170 images and  ▶
photos; at least one image per spread

Photos of original flasks ▷
Vintage photos  ▷
Illustrations of original patents ▷
Posters, stamps and other ephemera ▷

Quality 130gsm silk-art paper ▶
Perfect bound ▶
Silk-laminated cover ▶
Retail price: £16 (equivalent  ▶
to €20, or US$25)

A book with high presentation 
values and having considerable 

historical significance
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